
 

Description:  Professionals from the commercial, office, retail and restaurant sectors as well as 
representatives from Massachusetts Convention Center Authority will discuss the current state of these 
markets, as well as what they see as the future given the impact of COVID-19. 

Speakers: 

David Gibbons, Executive Director of the Massachusetts Convention Center Authority 

Mr. Gibbons oversees all operations at the Boston Convention & Exhibition 
Center, the John B. Hynes Veterans Memorial Convention Center, the 
Boston Common Garage, and the MassMutual Center in Springfield. David 
is a global hospitality executive with over twenty-five years of luxury 
hospitality experience encompassing operations, food & beverage, capital 
spending and owner relations. Working and reporting to North American, 
European, and Asian head offices David is a skilled and respected 
international manager. Mr. Gibbons is also the former Chairman of the 

Massachusetts Lodging Association. 

Mr. Gibbons will discuss the status of the BCEC, Hynes, and MassMutual Center during the COVID-19 
pandemic and a likely recovery timeline. Mr. Gibbons will also discuss the pending closure of the Hynes 
and transfer of business to the BCEC. 

  



Mike Jorgensen, Managing Director of the Omni Boston Hotel at the Seaport 

Mike Jorgensen is Managing Director of the Omni Boston Hotel at the Seaport. 
Omni's upcoming development slated to open in early 2021. With more than 35 
years of experience in the hospitality industry and an unmatched understanding 
of the Boston Seaport, Jorgensen will be instrumental in a successful opening for 
the 1,054-room Omni property. Prior to joining the Omni family, Jorgensen has 
occupied roles at large-scale hospitality brands such as Hyatt, Four Seasons, 
Starwood and Marriott. First, as general manager of the Westin Copley in the 
Back Bay and most recently as general manager at the Westin Boston 
Waterfront. Jorgensen is known for developing talent and a strong focus on 
topline revenue, and in 2013, he was named the Mass Lodging Association 

General Manager of the Year. Mr. Jorgensen is originally from Enfield, Connecticut and graduated from 
the University of New Haven with a bachelor's degree in hotel administration. 

Mr. Jorgensen will provide an overview of the new Omni Boston Hotel at the Seaport, the projected 
opening date and bookings timeline, and coordination of events with the abutting BCEC. 

Christopher P. Jamison, CEO of COJE Management Group Corp. 

Mr. Jamison is CEO of COJE Management Group Corp. The restaurant 
organization operates Lolita Cocina & Tequila Bar, Ruka Restobar, 
Yvonne’s, Mariel, and Underground. Mr. Jamison will also be providing 
food service management at the soon-to-open Omni Boston Hotel at the 
Seaport. 

Mr. Jamison will discuss challenges facing the restaurant industry during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Jonathan Martin, Managing Director in Newmark Knight Frank Boston 

Mr. Martin is responsible for the Boston office’s restaurant leasing platform. In this 
capacity, he currently represents some of the premier local restaurant groups in 
the region, highlighted by COJE Management Group, owners of Yvonne’s 
(Downtown Crossing); Mariel (Post Office Square); Lolita Cocina & Tequila Bar 
(Back Bay, Seaport, Washington, DC); and Ruka (Downtown Crossing). Recently, he 
secured Seaport production and tap room space for two of New England’s leading 
craft beer brands, Trillium Brewing Company (16,000 square feet) and Lord Hobo 
Brewing Co. (10,000 square feet). With respect to entertainment, he secured the 
Bowery Group’s first Boston-area location, a 15,000-square-foot, 500-plus-person 

capacity music venue in Harvard Square called The Sinclair. In 2019, he secured more than 21,000 square 
feet for Six String Grill & Stage, a venue with 1,000-person capacity located at the entrance of Gillette 
Stadium in Foxborough. Jon earned his bachelor’s degree from Babson College. 

Mr. Martin will provide insight into current restaurant lease negotiations in the age of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

  



Thomas J. Jensen, MAI, Executive Director of Boston Appraisal & Consulting (Moderator) 

Mr. Jensen is the Principal and Executive Director of Boston Appraisal & 
Consulting. Mr. Jensen has actively engaged in real estate valuation and 
consulting since 1986. Recent experience is concentrated in life science research 
and GMP facilities, cold storage and food processing facilities and major urban 
and suburban mixed-use development sites. 

Mr. Jensen will serve as moderator. 

 

 


